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THE VIRGINIA PLAN AS
BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
June 13, 1787
(The text follows, with some rearrangements, that of Farrand's
Records of the Federal Convention, I, 228-32)
i
hesolveb, That it is the opinion o£ this Committee, that a national
® government ought to be established, consisting of a Supreme Legis-
lative, Judiciary, and Executive.
 2.	Resolved, That the National Legislature ought to consist o£ Two
Branches.
 3.	Resolved, That the members of the first branch of the national
Legislature ought to be elected by the People of the several States,
for the term of Three years; to receive fixed stipends, by which they
may be compensated for the devotion of their time to public service,
to be paid out of the National Treasury; to be ineligible to any Office
established by a particular State, or under the authority of the United
States (except those peculiarly belonging to the functions of the first
branch) during the term of service, and under the national govern-
ment for the space of one year after its expiration.
 4.	Resolved, That the Members of the second Branch of the national
Legislature ought to be chosen by the individual Legislatures; to be
of the age of thirty years at least; to hold their offices for a term
sufficient to ensure their independency, namely, seven years; to receive
fixed stipends, by which they may be compensated for the devotion
of their time to public service, to be paid out of the National Treasury;
to be ineligible to any Office established by a particular State, or
under the authority of the United States (except those peculiarly be-
longing to the functions of the second branch) during the term of
service, and under the national government, for the space of one
Year after its expiration.

 5.	Resolved, That each branch ought to possess the right of originat-
ing acts,
 6.	Resolved, That the national Legislature ought to be empowered
to enjoy the legislative rights vested in Congress by the confedera-
tion; and moreover to legislate in all cases to which the separate

